
HOFFMAN BROTHERS.
bu> n m ,, ,,,. ,-,,,. rurnlabea a leeson to the generation thal I--* t«> come
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((i ^ purHU,d ere onlj Intelligently atudled, and with ihla object In view lt
a" foUow

- a moment Iha career of a buay and wonderfull) succeaafnl real

, ,,-,-i, r.,ns .. Greater New-York; bul ll haa aron huocom

-tttU i ime of procedure Charles F Hoffman, Jr., and William M v. Hoffman

rfsM
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, partr.h|p m me nv,! -stat.- bualneas In ISM Contrarj to the law

tata* <h hfJ1 .,;, ft|onf, served to make of Libert) Bl thi realty centre of New¬

ts' aa* ,.u.m ,-,.,.., ,| t0 strike out on an Isolated Ilne and a perfectl) Independent
fos*'' ht th.n-liisi.it. that a divinion of schooled ablllt) ulong many

.. ii* tim vn *A*. M V. ll' IFKM *.**
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.mi .:. measurable --it. -. wtiii more than a possibility "f

j |
. rhei ihe) decided to adhere to the business of t.uyiiiK

Tht .vent fui .1 er than that. Thej held that In so large ti territory

l-ul with n-- wide diversities ..f values, the chances of success

.eT-.
. attentl n lo the growth of ti particular locality, and they tixed upon

|,w. nnd the great dryg.ls district .is the centre of their beat efforta With rare

exc,¦ ive kepi to this determination. While they have not refused to act for

I
iai of upi wn property, they have never sought f*>r that kimi .*f bust*

,
man upon the ground was better able to Judge of conditions than any

.-.ne tit.- locality. In Broadway no change In condition has presented itself

v
have not grappled and made Its secrets their own. Thia care and atten-

fruit in a iii"- knowledge of property values and possibilities of growth
.tte of the city, which lends to any word of counsel they

ir - gnifl ann Ag tin, In the furtherance "f tli* lr design i" tak* ;i new* dlrec-

j b trew from th< r al estate iradi centre and fixed their iii, s further uptown tit

\ W'lid.-n st., for they had firmly proposed not t" Le drawn a*-i*l. from their in-

,.-.
-- they wen Innovators upi.i established ordei, and it is the more gratifying

M. t to record that their departure waa successful Owing t.> their grasp on com¬

pel values, th.-y finally secured ivhnl many others had sough! In vain. They

a . f the manager, if thi great Weld estati ol Boston, and In the course of a

I ive Bold to them New-York business prn|>erties t*. the value "f nearly

jil, their recent sales was Noa, T')7 and 700 Broadway for John T. Williams t.>

t:. about $800,000. Another wan iit-u of So*. D'.*", and MT Broadway for

.*-,. nearly $300,000. During the year 1896, among other Important transactions

( ihej sold the Hotel Logerot, at Plfth-avi and Elghteenth-st., for l.-ss than

¦ft « v li Pell They disposed of the property Noa. I'--. 624 and fi_U Broadway, at

^y $750,000 A yeai ago .*,-> - ld ihi property on the northeast corner of Mn.onie

a. $22.",000, and the northeast.corner ..(* Broadway and Howard-st. tirst for

.... ..i.* ..- n t ,'_ s.:*_..". .HM)

I-. V (ki IKSHANK & CO.
IN a city bo old aa New-York and famed f"i hlatoric isaoclatlons it la nol strange to find

business tirtns wni- titles thal carrj im-k t.. the youngei century; bul there ara not a

great number holding the position ol centenary distinction Ol.f theae la the mtal estate

firm of K. A. Cruikshank .v Co., No ITU Broadway, and the histor) of the institution

which hun descended through the rarloun wearers -i the famll) name ls well-nigh i lii-«t.»ry of

the growth of real estate values In the elly of New York The house waa established Ly the

grandfath.-i. he being succeeded by ins eon. ihe lat. James Crulkahank who died al the sue

Of ninety-two, .ielwho waa lucceeded b) ins children,
_.^_ - _....,,,,,. linn. The very accounts
>.f th.* old hon..- are lien
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¦lu ugh so many
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.nt time however, the tend.n«* ls toward special!lea In realty aa In other branches. Yet the

2|^thaiilv applle. to ihi roi Its inu-n-st* a. led -1' n-u-- -. I'-O*

_____d_d^tlention ti. the manager tates ti so far a -*l capital from those

.smeil a,.n-s ¦¦ ,,.-, -w.l .-..I- K" Inslance,. f the Arm will mk. entire
.h_r_-e ,f nt. n -vi,- .¦..H.H-ilnB tu- nis. paylnB n,- tax securing tenants, makim* r-palra »f

__K_^_e_«r kind |.i\in- i'l '!'¦ *.'''.-¦ l*'* I'1"" lh'* '."'" .""' remlttlm* to it.-- >wn«-i ai stated

¦|!'*!K-H V\"K. .... vkkkn i:'ik-ii ank

ketii In a high degre. if efficiency The dlffl-
do mis sn.

culties are v.isth enhanced when one considers thai the tirm haa in man) ities, ,*;.*. r

side of the ocean, clients, In fact, who have never t.n In the New-Y uk ifUce

"¦"I*""* lings .¦-t-nti -i In nnectlon with this article

j m i* salve of thal ra of progn ss whit h has made itself so

il i> manifest In the later growth of Greater New-

V nd .re particularly of Broadway and adjacent streets.

li al mercantile district. There are profoundly Interent-

Ini ; . uf the same phase ..f advancement across the Baal

1. i in the upper portions of Manhattan Island; bul there

. .1 different purpose prevails. These three structures

i i Li separated for consideration, Inasmuch aa they stand

f I her ii .-* ictive features All are bulli with a steel
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|OHN T. WILLIAMS.
nan comfiir! rather than outside adorn.ni Light is the main

1.-sui-tatum nf a |---it'--' t office building, ur, mdeed, -it" a Iniiltllng

if any kind where people are gathered In tt-nanl relationahlp.
In all nf theae buildings there are no Inside rooma Kv.ry

,i).- .,f the offices has an outside window, Hiving both light

uti
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.. floors a* ¦¦¦¦'. :¦ the avoirdupois of thi exterior walla One

fart not late. Throughout the most improved methods of flre-proof-
li il and ns use have \-- >: employed, and In ilieir Interior fittings and

,
¦* to ui.uk a climax in engineering skill and Inventive

r.ihi new ive been discussing the feasibility nf electric elevators.

:Court B In the Silk Exchange the elevators aro el.¦(.trie, ln-

¦ 'i'.'.- th' rn .....st fi ;itut.-. and it is well worthy of study by ex-

; intlj ik ut fur Innovations n accepted jeans. Another thing.

'* .-.*.. lim .¦ be found, possibly, the flnesl electrical plant In New*

V ii cont -'- "i a pla I the dynamos of which not only furnish the current for

tl f the i e. but Ilk wise supply the current for operating the elevatora. Re-

.te, th h< ting of building ls accomplished by utilizing the exhaust steam

fi .¦.;¦ plant ll requires no argument to convince business men thal this ls

a
' great . noni) In erlor design the three buildings rank with the l"-st

llrh ".. :. li tui il w ty haa produ l. and yel "le- primary purpose

and air. Together uith others from thi sam. h.uni in**-*-*

type of struct ural strength and durability fur which bu.lness mei and Investors are ever

searching, and their rapid multiplication in lower Broadway and adjacent streets during

the last few years is one of th.- most marked Indications of the city's tremendous

growth skyward They were a necessity, not ..my because of ti,, rai idly increasing

prices of real eatate.the Increase In prices being due In a marked degree t.. th-ur appear¬

ance.but as well to the fast-growing congestion ..f the wholesale business for lack of r..-.m.

A study of the thre.- sketches brings to mind another fact. They w.re designed and built by

John T. Will;.(ins. wh.cupies a unique position In the realty world of the city, In that he

ls his own designer, builder and owner, Mr. Williams, In his office In Hp- New-York Life

Building, at Broadway and Leonard-st., combines ail the departments necessary to the

(.(induct of this many-sided business, and, in addltl m, tit. re la a real .-state department.

through which all of the property so built upon is rented. Primarily his buildings are put up

i.y himself as an Investment; bul In fact they find a ready market with Investors meeking a

permanent lodgement fm surplus capital


